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BACK IN THE GARDEN
Home, Sweet Home
The flower friends spread out through the garden.  They gathered soft moss and crunchy leaves for Robin’s nest.  It felt good to share all that the garden offered.
“I’m a very fast worker when it comes to building my nest,” Robin said.  “But this is the kindest thing anyone has ever done for me.  Thank you for your help, flower friends.  “Cheer-i-up, cheer-i-o!”

“We can hardly wait for your baby robins to become part of our garden family.  Maybe we can find worms for them to eat,” Zinni said.

“Until then, we have lots of other garden friends to help,” said Tula.  “We’ve learned how important it is to care for other living creatures.  Now, let’s be sure to take good care of ourselves.  That way, we’ll be ready to care for others.  Let’s promise to keep our Daisy Flower Garden strong and healthy for all its critters.”

“Let’s promise to make sure there are plenty of leaves and branches, for birds and squirrels to build nests with,” said Vi.

“And lots of crunchy seeds for them to eat,” said Zinni.

“Let’s promise to keep fresh water in our birdbath and pond.  Then our critters can drink, bathe, and enjoy splashing about,” said Gloria.

“Let’s promise to do our part to care for animals here at home and far, far away, too.  We’ve learned so much from everyone’s stories,” said Mari.  “It’s important that we share our stories.  The more we teach others, the more others can care for animals, too.”

“I’m so proud of you all!” said Tula.  “Your stories show your strength and courage, and how caring you are.”

“We can be sisters to all animals!” said Vi.

“I’m amazed at how much we learned from one another,” said Mari.

“It makes me want to learn even more,” agreed Gloria.

“I never expected to feel so proud of what I can do.  It was one of the best surprises ever,” said Zinni.

“I felt really important to care for animals,” said Vi, “even if I was a little nervous at first.”

“We all have lots of feelings inside us,” said Tula.  “It feels good to share our feelings.

“It’s important that we try to understand how others feel, too.  I’m proud that you trusted us enough to share your feelings.”

Vi smiled.  She looked around the Daily Flower Garden.  Birds chirped.  Bees buzzed.  Chipmunks chattered.  Just then, the flower friends heard a familiar sound.

“MEOW-W-W-W!”

“It’s the cat,” said Vi.  “She’s back!”

“And she brought her kittens,” said Gloria.  “They’re so tiny and sweet.”

“I can’t wait to pet them!” said Zinni.

“Let’s go!” said Tula.  “This new cat family could use some special care.  And we know just what to do.”

“This is going to be fun,” said Mari.

“And this is going to be another wonderful story for us to tell,” said Tula.

“Cheer-i-up, cheer-i-o!” sang Robin, the red robin.  She couldn’t have agreed more.

PEOPLE CAN CARE FOR ANIMALS
Nia Perkins had hamsters, rabbits, and birds as pets when she was growing up.  When she was 12, her hamster, Slade, got sick.  A doctor for animals helped Slade get better. “I knew from that point what I was going to do,” Nia said.

That summer, she volunteered at the office of the veterinarian who helped her hamster.  She watched the vet examine pets. She even watched the vet perform operations. 
Nia studied biology and chemistry in high school and college.  That’s how she became the vet she is today!

Nia now takes care of animals in Alexandria, Virginia.  “I check them out from head to toe,” she says.
ANIMALS CAN CARE FOR PEOPLE, TOO!
Stephanie Calmenson knows that animals can care for people.  Her dog, Rosie, visits people to make them happy.  Stephanie wrote about Rosie in a book called Rosie, a Visiting Dog Story.  Rosie visits children, and older people, too.  Some of the people Rosie visits are sad or sick or lonely.  They all feel better after seeing Rosie.  Sometimes they even brush Rosie’s fur.

Rosie knows her work is important.  She wears a special badge and leash.  And she holds her head high to show how proud she is.

When Rosie visits people, she likes to roll over and have her belly rubbed.  And that makes the people Rosie visits laugh and feel happy, too.
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Apple Ladybugs

1. Ask an adult to core an apple for you and slice it in half from top to bottom.
2. Place the halves, flat side down, on a small plate.
3. Dab some yogurt cheese or peanut butter, or a topping of your choice, on the skin side of the apple halves.
4. Stick raisins on the dabs to make the ladybug’s spots and eyes.
5. Make antennae by putting one end of a pretzel stick into a raisin, then pressing the other end into the apple.
6. Now you have two ladybugs. Enjoy one and give the other to a friend!
Incredible, Edible Nests
You can build a nest that’s yummy enough to eat!  Here’s what you’ll need:


Pretzel sticks


½ cup shredded carrots


½ cup peanut butter or yogurt cheese

Mix together carrots and peanut butter or yogurt cheese. Shape the mixture into a hollow cup.  Cover your mixture with pretzel sticks.  They’ll look like twigs!  Then enjoy your snack.  Chew carefully!
Ants on a Log
Spread yogurt cheese, hummus, or peanut butter inside the hollow of a celery stalk.  Use raisins as “ants” to decorate the “logs.”  Then enjoy!
HOW DOGS HELP PEOPLE SEE
When Karlie Jackson was 12, she started raising a puppy named Olympia.  Olympia was a yellow Labrador retriever.  She was going to be a guide dog for people who can’t see well.

Karlie took Olympia to training classes, and to school, soccer games, and church.  That way, Olympia got used to new sights and sounds, and lots of people.

Karlie taught her classmates that guide dogs can change the life of someone who can’t see well.

Karlie is now raising a second puppy, Emily.  She wants to raise at least 25 guide dog puppies!  “Puppy-raising has been such an amazing adventure,” she says.  “It is so cool being able to do something I love and help someone at the same time!”
AN EYE DOCTOR FOR ANIMALS
Jane Cho spends lots of time learning about the eyes of animals, from hamsters and mice to horses, cows, seals, and sled dogs.  The more she learns, the more she can teach others how to care for their pets.

“Ever since I was a young child, I’ve wanted to help animals because they can’t help themselves when they’re hurt,” Jane says.  She has cared for animals’ eyes from New York all the way to Alaska!

Eye Care

Eating spinach, carrots, and blueberries is good for your eyes!

Animals need care and so do YOU

Animals need food, water, and exercise to stay healthy.  Match each animal with anything that helps it stay healthy.
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Healthy Habits

When the flower friends feel droopy, they take a sip of water.

What do you do when you are thirsty? ____________________

What do you do when you are hungry? ____________________

My Story Keeps on Going
I can care for ANIMALS and I can care for MYSELF.

Now, I want to teach others ___________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence, and character, who make the world a better place.

With whom will YOU next share your Girl Scout story?












































































